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“Yet even now,” says the Lord, “return to me with 
all your heart, with fasting…rend your hearts and 
not your clothing.”  ~ Joel 2: 12-13 

Dear Friends,  

I grew up on country music. Maybe some of you 
did as well. If so, you likely have heard, at least 
once, the song by Johnny Lee, “Lookin’ for Love in 
All the Wrong Places.” If you need a refresher on 
the lyrics it goes like this, “I was lookin' for love in 
all the wrong places. Lookin' for love in too many 
faces. Searchin' their eyes Lookin' for traces of 
what I'm dreaming of. Hoping to find a friend and a lover I'll bless the day I discover another heart. 
Lookin’ for Love.” 

It seems that Johnny Lee, like most, if not all of us, spent an awful lot of time searching for love in 
places that wouldn’t fill the void in his heart, his soul, his life.  

The Christian scriptures offer many images of where love, grace, forgiveness, righteousness, and 
healing can REALLY be found. And it is not in the “usual” places. Isn’t it as true of us today as it 
was of the scriptural authors? Don’t we often look for wholeness and happiness in places that 
offer only temporary “good feelings” and satisfaction? Have you ever played Scrabble? If you have, 
you likely drew a hand of letters at some point that didn’t easily spell out anything right away. You 
had to search for opportunities to connect with a missing piece to make sense of what you had in 
your hand. (If you’ve noticed the letters at the front of the sanctuary during worship- stay tuned- 
they’ll be changing every week. Eventually, it might all make sense.)  

Lent has traditionally been a time of searching for what’s missing. Lent is a wonderfully reflective 
time to reassess where we are searching for meaning and purpose. We’ll move through stories of 
Jesus to find out who offers the “real deal.” 

Love is the greatest gift that God gives. In the end (or is it the beginning?), love wins. All things of 
this world pale in comparison to what the love of God in Christ looks like in our lives. New-found 
meaning, purpose, attention, wholeheartedness, wellbeing, peace: these are the things that 
matter — the things the Teacher shows us. And no matter how many “wrong places” we’ve looked 
for love, it all gives way to the light of a new day as we learn to love as Christ loves us. 

May we be moved to a greater love- a love beyond ourselves- a love that heals the world as we 
work together, in love, as the hands, feet and heart of Jesus the Christ.  

In Christ’s Love,  

Pastor Jen 

ONLINE WORSHIP LINK - Sundays at 9:00am & Special Services 
 We have moved our online worship platform from Zoom to FACEBOOK. 
 https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-116517175038771  

Online    Worship 

(Continued on Page 2) 

https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-116517175038771
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SERMON SERIES 
LOOKIN’ FOR LOVE IN ALL THE WRONG PLACES 

 
March 5th, Lent 2 “Look for the Helper” 

Psalm 121, John 3:1-17 
Oftentimes we believe that we must “deserve” the love we receive. We work, work, work 
to get approval and to feel like our life is justified — pulling our own weight, thinking that 
whatever life we create and love we get is only what we ourselves can conjure up. But 
the scriptures today offer the image of God as our “keeper” — always helping, always 

present. 
 

March 12th, Lent 3 “Look for the Thirst-Quencher” 
Exodus 17:1-7, John 4:13-14 

The Samaritan woman at the well found out that the water she came for was not really 
the water she needed so desperately. This woman had looked for love in many places, in 

many faces, and when finally offered a soul-quenching love by Jesus, she became a 
powerful messenger of Good News. Just as the water given by God that flowed in the 

desert for the Israelites offered new life, the desert of our lives can be refreshed if we look 
for love regularly at the well of living water and offer life-giving water to others. 

 
March 19th, Lent 4 “Look for the Shepherd” 

Psalm 23, John 9:1-41 
We too often look for security (love) in powerful figures, sure that they can “fix” things for 

us. It was no different for the people of the First and Second Testaments. They were 
looking for Kings, Saviors, and Liberators who would offer peace and security in uncertain 

times. And they often looked “in all the wrong places.” Time and again, Jesus uses the 
metaphor of a Shepherd to teach us how we ought to love and care for each other. No 

wonder; the Shepherd does what is needed when it is needed, regardless of the “rules.” 
 

March 26th, Lent 5 “Look for the Liberator” 
Psalm 130, John 11:1-45 

Sometimes the things we think offer love actually seek to bind us, preventing us from 
being full and whole and offering our best love to the world. The story of Lazarus, whose 
funeral shrouds trail him out of the tomb, offer us a metaphor of new life as we recognize 
that true love is that which unbinds us, that wants for us more, not less, freedom and life. 

Jesus says to us, “Come out!” Walk! Live! Love! 
 
 

matter — the things the Teacher shows us. And no matter how many “wrong places” we’ve looked 
for love, it all gives way to the light of a new day as we learn to love as Christ loves us. 

May we be moved to a greater love- a love beyond ourselves- a love that heals the world as we 
work together, in love, as the hands, feet and heart of Jesus the Christ.  

In Christ’s Love,  

Pastor Jen 
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LENT DEVOTIONALS  

Copies of the daily devotion for Lent, 
“Take Up Your Cross” are still available 
for pick up at church. If you would like 
a devotional and are unable to pick one 
up, please contact the church office 
and we’ll make sure you get one.  

LENT OFFERINGS – EMBODYING LENT 

WEDNESDAYS AT 3:00PM 

In Jesus Christ, the salvation God provides cannot be reduced to an idea or abstraction. 
Salvation happens, instead, in human flesh. Indeed, God arrives as human flesh. 

Moreover, people encountered Jesus in their own bodies. These were real people in real 
contact with a real man from Galilee. 

Even today, we encounter God and God’s salvation in embodied ways — in our bodies’ 
abilities to perceive familiar realities and to interpret new ones. Lent provides 
opportunities to acknowledge this. The season begins with smelly and greasy ash as a 
stark liturgical reminder of our flesh’s dusty finitude. It will end with our feet washed in 
cool water or a bittersweet taste of wine in our mouths as we imagine the horrible sight 
of Jesus, the man, on a cross. In between, Lent allows us to consider together who we 
are and how we encounter an incarnate God. 

• WEEK 1, TOUCH 
Jesus used touch in his ministry often to heal and bless.  

• WEEK 2, SIGHT 
The Bible often uses sight as a metaphor for faith. Seeing provides a way of 
situating ourselves in the world. 

• WEEK 3, SMELL 
Some smells permeate everything. Odorized curtains, clothes, 
and car interiors can preserve stories of recent meals, or long 
hours in a coffee shop. Aromas wafting into my window from 
neighbors’ outdoor grills have been known to trigger urgent 
desires in me. God’s grace may operate in similar ways. 

• WEEK 4, SOUND 
We will have a sound healing practitioner with us this week.  

• WEEK 5, TASTE 
I’d like to see the expression on the chief steward’s face when 
he tastes the sample of Jesus’ private reserve to determine 
whether it will be appropriate for consumption. We’ll taste 
some of the things that a Passover meal would include.  The 
thing about tasting, as 1 Peter notes when it echoes Psalm 
34:8, is that it can lead to longing. Having received tastes of 
God’s goodness, how can we not hunger for more? 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS DURING LENT AT  

PLEASANT VALLEY 

5:30PM DINNER & BOOK STUDY TO FOLLOW  

“Hope for Hard Times” by Magrey deVega 

Anyone is invited to attend. If you would like a 
copy of the book, please let Pastor Jen know 
and she will order one. The cost is $5.40.  
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❖ Link to the Church Facebook Page for 
ONLINE WORSHIP (Sundays at 9:00am 
& Special Services) 
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-
United-Methodist-Church-
116517175038771 

❖ Zoom Link Option for ONLINE 
WORSHIP 
https://zoom.us/j/94890292077?pwd=
ekxnanU5THc2eEdLK1ZpRllKYUZ4QT09 
Meeting ID: 948 9029 2077 /Passcode: 
512603 
Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799 
US (Chicago) 
 

 

Online Worship 

Options 

Look for the colored signs at church to help you easily identify what level of 
transmission EC County is at, and our policies regarding in-person worship and 
gatherings at Hope. 
Things can change quickly and we want to reflect the most current information 
and easily communicate our safety recommendations. 
Thank you 
 

LAY PASTORAL  

CARE TEAM 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 

 
 

Judy Ganong  715-514-0258 

Connie Jacobsen  715-838-9594 

Jan Lorentz  608-886-0668 

 

If you could use support, 
or if you know of someone 
who might, please contact 

a member of our Lay 
Pastoral Care Team 

We can still continue our 
ministries whether we are 
meeting in-person, or online. 

It’s a time to remember the church is not about 
the building, but WE are the church. 

 

MAIL: Please feel free to send your 
offerings in mail:  

Hope United Methodist Church 
2233 Golf Road 
Eau Claire, WI  54701 
 

GIVING 

 

 
ELECTRONIC GIVING:  
Call or email the church office to 
request an Authorization Form for 
Automatic Withdrawal 

715-835-5310 (leave a message) 
hopeumcec@yahoo.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-116517175038771
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-116517175038771
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-116517175038771
https://zoom.us/j/94890292077?pwd=ekxnanU5THc2eEdLK1ZpRllKYUZ4QT09
https://zoom.us/j/94890292077?pwd=ekxnanU5THc2eEdLK1ZpRllKYUZ4QT09
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
➢March 7 6:30pm SPRC 

➢March 13 5:30pm Finance 
 7:00pm Trustees 

➢March 20  5:00pm Faith Formation
 6:30pm Ad Board 

➢April 3 1:30pm Nurture (FH)  
 No meeting in March 

 

 

Committee Meetings ZOOM Link: 

https://zoom.us/j/94197853095?pwd=ZGhVZlQyK1F

VTVNlUmdBYnU5bVBkQT09   

Meeting ID: 941 9785 3095 / Passcode: 078279 

 

CVA-SING CONCERTS  

FOR FEED MY PEOPLE 
2:00pm & 7:00pm  

On March 5th  
at Trinity Lutheran Church 
(1314 E Lexington Blvd, Eau Claire). 

Tickets are $10 each at the 
door and all proceeds go to  
Feed My People. 

“Pie Sunday” 3.14 “Pi” 

= 
FELLOWSHIP PIE DAY 
SUNDAY, MARCH 12 

Enjoy a piece of pie in celebration of 
3.14...”Pi.”   Pie will be served during 
Fellowship following morning 
worship.  If you have a favorite pie 
you like to bake, bring it to church on 
Sunday, March 12th and share it.     
 

JONAH Presentation - Sunday, March 12 

Lynn Buske, JONAH organizer, will be joining us during worship 
for a special presentation, and will be available during 
fellowship for conversation and questions. 

Join us for Our Next Packing 

 for Feed My People Food Bank  

Thursday, March 16
th 

1:00pm – 3:00pm 

If you’d like to sign up to help, please contact 
Cheryl Muller (clmuller1212@gmail.com) for a 

link to sign up online for this specific event. 

Once you follow the link, you will need to 
create an account as a volunteer with Feed My 
People.  There is a limit of 12 people, and we 
had 12 at our Feb session which was great.  

https://zoom.us/j/94197853095?pwd=ZGhVZlQyK1FVTVNlUmdBYnU5bVBkQT09
https://zoom.us/j/94197853095?pwd=ZGhVZlQyK1FVTVNlUmdBYnU5bVBkQT09
mailto:clmuller1212@gmail.com
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As you know we have added a new little food 
pantry and it has been already utilized well. It is a 
great ministry and example of loving our 
neighbors!  

Our next Collection Date will be March 19th. 
During the winter months we are only putting dry 
goods in the pantry. Items such as individual cereal 
boxes, mac-n-cheese, soup mixes, dried fruit. 

Our next gathering will be March 
27th at 1:00pm. Please contact 
Cindy Hanson (715-878-4941) 
with questions. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Please save your Empty (not-
previously re-filled) cartridges for 
Hope! 

Please do not throw your empty 
inkjet, laser, or printer cartridges 
in the trash!  We have a way to 
turn those cartridges into cash.  
Simply place your empty 
cartridges in the basket near the 
main entrance.    
 

SAVE YOUR 

INK 

CARTRIDGES 

FRIDAY, MARCH 17
TH

 

We will meet on Friday, March 
17th at the church at 9:30am to 
carpool. We will be going to the 
Heyde Center in Chippewa Falls 
for a quilting exhibit and will be 
stopping for lunch on our way 
back. 

Regular Office Hours: 9:00am-1:00pm Tues, Wed, Thurs 
(Office hours may change occasionally, please call before you visit) 

 

FOOD PANTRY 

SUNDAY 

THIRD SUNDAY 

OF THE MONTH 

 

FINANCE NEWS 
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• March 12th: Regularly scheduled 
Sunday School (Lenten theme) 

• April 9th: Easter – No Sunday School, 
but we will have an Easter Egg Hunt 
immediately following church service 
in the Fellowship Hall. 

• April 23rd: Specially scheduled Sunday 
School – Earth Day theme) 

FAITH FORMATION UPDATES 

Rehearsals: 
7:00pm Tues, March 7th 
7:00pm Tues, April 4th 
 
Sing in Worship: 
Sunday, March 12 
Sunday, April 9 (Easter) 

 

Are you ready to say goodbye to the winter blahs and make a commitment to Spring into 
Shape? If so - have I got a deal for you! I'm offering an 8-week session of Zumba Fitness 
classes led by myself and other talented guest instructors on Tuesday nights throughout 
March and April. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall each week starting at 5:30 pm. NOTE: 
During the first week in April, we will meet on Thursday (instead of Tuesday), April 6. 

I recommend you bring a water bottle and sweat towel and wear smooth, flat-soled shoes 
to dance in as we will be moving and grooving on very low carpeting (or if you've got 
dance socks, bring 'em with!). Classes will last 45 minutes, and I guarantee that you will 
get a good sweat going even with the shorter class time! 

Session fee is just $35 for all 8 classes, or $7 drop-in rate per class, and can be paid in 
person via cash or check to Cindy Peterson or electronically through Venmo (@Cindy-
Peterson-127) or PayPal friends and family (@cinnem). 

Reserve your spot now and choose to renew your commitment to fitness! 

Spring into Shape 

8-Week Zumba Session 
at Hope UMC with Cindy Peterson 

Tuesday nights at 5:30 pm 
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Book Study with  

JONAH”S Core Group at Hope 

JONAH’S Core Group at Hope United Methodist 
invites you to an 8-week book study. We will be 
reading "Unsettling the Word: Biblical 
Experiments in Decolonization" by Jonathan 
Dyck.  

We will meet virtually once a week on Thursdays at 5pm through March 23rd.This 
will be a safe space for open discussion, and we welcome anyone even if you 
have not read the book. Please feel free to reach out to Lacie Weatherholt to join: 
parkerstyle1971@gmail.com 

From Amazon……."For generations, the Bible has been employed by settler colonial societies as a weapon 
to dispossess Indigenous and racialized peoples of their lands, cultures, and spiritualties. Given this 
devastating legacy, many want nothing to with it. But is it possible for the exploited and their allies to 
reclaim the Bible from the dominant powers? Can it serve as an instrument for justice in the cause of the 
oppressed? Even a nonviolent weapon toward decolonization? In Unsettling the Word, over 60 Indigenous 
and Settler authors come together to wrestle with the Scriptures, rereading and re-imagining the ancient 
text for the sake of reparative futures." 

We are in need of a few 
more people to help out 
with the Audio/Visual 
rotation during Sunday 
Worship.  

Don’t worry, it’s not as 
complicated as you think, 
and you would be given 
one on one training so you 
feel confident using the 
equipment. 

Please let Pastor Jen know 
if you are interested or if 
you have questions. 

 
 

BEACON HOUSE  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Beacon House Volunteers Needed...We will 
be serving at Beacon House on Wednesday- 
Friday, March 8-10.  We are in need of 
servers, food providers, and donations. 

 If you are interested, please sign up on the clipboard at 
church or contact Joey Bohl at 715-563-0983 or 
gibbonje@hotmail.com. Supper is served each night at 
5:30 and 6:00 p.m.  If you would like to pair up with an 
experienced volunteer and join us in this fantastic 
opportunity, contact Joey. Monetary donations to cover 
overnight staff at $80/night are appreciated and may be 
made to the church. Additional donation items can be 
found at: 
https://www.familypromisecv.org/donate 
and may be dropped off at church prior to March 5. 

https://www.familypromisecv.org/donate
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To Register or For More Information, go to https://www.wisconsinumc.org/news-
detail/north-central-united-women-in-faith-spring-retreat-17315285 

 

https://www.wisconsinumc.org/news-detail/north-central-united-women-in-faith-spring-retreat-17315285
https://www.wisconsinumc.org/news-detail/north-central-united-women-in-faith-spring-retreat-17315285
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COMMUNITY 

BANDANA 

PROJECT 

JONAH’s Mental Health Task Force 
is working to make the Chippewa 
Valley a visible place of awareness 
and support 

for mental health issues by bringing 
the Green Bandana project to our 
area!  

(https://www.thebandanaproj.org) 
People sign a pledge, take a 

resource card (no training 
necessary), and wear the bandanas 
daily. They are looking for donations 
to purchase bandanas (it is taking 
off already!), locations to be public 
distribution sites, or someone within 
a congregation to promote the 
program just to your members. 
Contact 
cvjonahorganizer@gmail.com for 
more information. 

JONAH mission statement:  
JONAH exists to deepen relationships within and among faith 
communities and partner organizations to empower people in 
addressing the root causes of social injustice in the greater 
community. 

 

Visit the JONAH website for updates and 
 more information www.jonahjustice.org 

Consider attending one of JONAH's task forces to see 
if you would like to get involved: 

• Environmental Task Force 
• Immigration Task Force 
• Chippewa Valley Child Poverty Coalition 
• Affordable Housing Task Force 
• Transportation Task Force 
• Chippewa Valley Justice Action Team 
• Mental Health Group 

 

JOIN A TASK FORCE 

SUPPORTING LOCAL REFUGEES 

Are you wondering how you can support local 
refugees, particularly from Ukraine? JONAH is 
collaborating with Welcoming New Neighbors and 
has determined the best three options at this point 
to support Ukraine families. 

1. Donations are needed directly to the 
churches welcoming a family as the biggest 
financial need is covering the arrival costs, 
the first three months, and work permits of 
a family’s coming. Contact JONAH to find 
out who is in need today. 

2. Once a family is here the most valuable 
things they need are social connection and 
support to find autonomy – that means your 
time! Contact JONAH to learn more. 

3. There is a way to sponsor a family just in 
name and not monetarily or physically (as 
all they need is a name to come to the U.S. 
- may not be our area). Someone can talk 
to you about what is involved with this 
responsibility. 

For more information on all of these options, please 
contact our organizer Lynn Buske at 
cvjonahorganizer@gmail.com. 

http://www.jonahjustice.org/


  

HOPE United Methodist Church / 2233 Golf Road, Eau Claire, WI 54701 / (715)-835-5310 

- 11 - 

 

                                                                                  
 

 
 
 
 
MARCH 

        CALENDAR 
 
 
  



  

HOPE United Methodist Church / 2233 Golf Road, Eau Claire, WI 54701 / (715)-835-5310 

- 12 - 

 

   

 
 

SERVING 
SCHEDULE 

March 5 March 12 March 19 March 26 April 2 

Greeters 
 

Kay Lee & Elsie 
Bartlett 

 

John & Merry 
Weiland 

Connie Jacobsen Joey Bohl 
Kay Lee & Elsie 

Bartlett 

 

Online Greeter 
Connie  

Jacobsen 
Connie  

Jacobsen 
Connie  

Jacobsen 
Connie  

Jacobsen 
Connie  

Jacobsen 

Scripture Reader Ryan Stepp Cindy Peterson Sharon Fortune Linda Norton Joey Bohl 

Children’s Message  Sharon Fortune    

Prayers of the 
People  Pastor Jen Sharon Fortune Becky Gochanour Jan Lorentz 

Audio Visual 
Cindy & Emily 

Peterson 
Renee Marino 

Cindy & Emily 
Peterson 

Renee Marino 
Cindy & Emily 

Peterson 
 

FOR THE JOURNEY Newsletter articles and updates 

should be submitted to the church office by the 20th of 

each month. Contributions are welcome. 

HOPE UMC website: 
www.hope-eauclaire.org 

 

Visit and “LIKE” 

 the Hope UMC 
Facebook page 

From our website,  

click the “Like Us on 

Facebook” button  

just above the map 

showing our location  

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE   

9:00am Sunday Worship 

We will have both In-Person 
Worship and Online 
Streaming of the service on 
our Facebook Page. 

HOPE UMC STAFF 

Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Jen Barnet 

Office Manager . . . Kristen Kirchman  

Pianist . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ben Kittilstad 

HOPE UMC OFFICE HOURS 

Tues, Wed, Thurs 9:00am- 1:00pm 

Office hours may change 
occasionally, please call 
before you visit. 

 


