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Do you still have the star word with you? 
At the beginning of the year, while we 
were under the stay-at-home order, I 
sent out a word written on the star-
shaped piece of paper in the communion 
bag. I invited you to take time during the 
year to reflect on the word and see how 
God guides you during the year.  

My star word is ‘faith’. The definition that 
I found in the dictionary is, “strong belief 
in God or in the doctrines of a religion, 
based on spiritual apprehension rather 
than proof.” I’ve thought about what 
God tells me through the word, thinking 
about when I see a lack of faith in my life 
as a follower of Christ.  

I’ve been praying to see God’s intervention during the pandemic while we see the death toll and 
pain in the families who have lost loved ones to the virus. I’ve been praying that I can have faith in 
God and God’s kingdom when I feel there is nothing that I can do when facing the continuous issues 
that we should deal with in our world, for equity and human rights and basic needs because I often 
wonder where the kingdom of God is in the broken systems. I’ve been praying that the churches 
can focus on being God’s voice, hands, and feet to the world instead of arguing and judging each 
other on different perspectives and beliefs.  

And I can see that God keeps telling me “Have faith, pray with faith because God is at work. God is 
still working through us, people, even while we witness these days more often our immorality, 
imperfectness, ugliness, brokenness…in/among us.”   

 
ONLINE WORSHIP LINK - Sundays at 9:15am & Special Services 

We have moved our online worship platform from Zoom to FACEBOOK. 
It is our way of broadening our ministry online. Thank you for your understanding. 
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-116517175038771  

Online    Worship 

[Continued on Page 2] 

https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-116517175038771
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Upcoming Small Group 
 Book Discussion 

We will have a one session Small Group Discussion with the 
book, “Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others.” 
 
Join us for this small group discussion. I invite you to read this 
book, which I believe would be helpful to understand different 
religions. You can purchase the book or check if it is available in 
the public library. We will meet and share insights or questions 
at 4pm on Wednesday, August 25. (Time and date can be 
changed if there is a request) 
 
Let pastor Hyejung or the church office know if you are interested 
in participating! 
 

 
“The renowned and beloved New York Times bestselling author of An Altar in the World and Learning to 
Walk in the Dark recounts her moving discoveries of finding the sacred in unexpected places while teaching 
the world’s religions to undergraduates in rural Georgia, revealing how God delights in confounding our 
expectations. 
Barbara Brown Taylor continues her spiritual journey begun in Leaving Church of finding out what the world 
looks like after taking off her clergy collar. In Holy Envy, she contemplates the myriad ways other people 
and traditions encounter the Transcendent, both by digging deeper into those traditions herself and by 
seeing them through her students’ eyes as she sets off with them on field trips to monasteries, temples, 
and mosques.  
Troubled and inspired by what she learns, Taylor returns to her own tradition for guidance, finding new 
meaning in old teachings that have too often been used to exclude religious strangers instead of embracing 
the divine challenges they present. Re-imagining some central stories from the religion she knows best; 
she takes heart in how often God chooses outsiders to teach insiders how out-of-bounds God really is.”  - 
Book review from Amazon 
 
 
 
 

I’ll continue to hold this word to listen to God and practice walking every step with God in faith for 
the rest of the year. I want to see where God leads me through this word at the end of the year and 
years ahead.  

What is your word? What is God telling you through this word?  

If you feel comfortable, share what God is telling you with us, or with someone close to you. If you 
have forgotten about your word, it is not too late to start reflecting on your word, expecting God’s 
message for you. If you need a star word, it is also not too late. Please let the church office know.  

During this time while there are so many opinions, knowledge, information in the world, let us listen 
carefully to God through the word that we have or by enjoying God’s creatures in the beautiful 
summer days.  

 

Pastor Hyejung 

[Continued from Page 1] 
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❖ Link to the Church Facebook Page for ONLINE 
WORSHIP  
(Sundays at 9:15am & Special Services) 
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-
Methodist-Church-116517175038771 

❖ Zoom Link Option for ONLINE WORSHIP 
https://zoom.us/j/94890292077?pwd=ekxnanU5T
Hc2eEdLK1ZpRllKYUZ4QT09 
Meeting ID: 948 9029 2077 / Passcode: 512603 
Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799 US 
(Chicago) 
 

 

 

ONLINE GREETERS 

August 1  Connie Jacobsen 

August 8  Sandi (Alyssa) Hysell 

August 15  Nancy Ross 

August 22  Renee (Julie) Marino 

August 29 Jan Lorentz 

 
 

AD BOARD UPDATE 

• We welcome everyone back to in-person worship, adults and children.  

• Please wear a mask if you are not vaccinated, if you are medically 
vulnerable, under 12 years of age or if you feel more comfortable doing 
so. 

• Congregational singing during worship will resume on Sunday, July 25. 

• Feel free to view the worship service in fellowship hall or at home on 
Facebook if you don’t feel comfortable worshiping in the sanctuary.  

• Committees and church groups may use the fellowship hall provided 
they follow the designated guidelines listed above and those listed in 
fellowship hall, as well as keep a record of attendance.  

• Please see an Ad Board member if you have any questions.  
 

Come join us for the celebration of our new 

parking lot on Sunday, August 15th! 
 
We will celebrate finishing our parking lot project with a 
prayer of blessing and thanksgiving following worship 
on August 15th in the parking lot. A cake decorated 
like a parking lot, coffee, and individually packed ice 
cream will be prepared. 

Let us get together in person and also celebrate our 
first in person outdoor coffee fellowship! 

https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-116517175038771
https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-116517175038771
https://zoom.us/j/94890292077?pwd=ekxnanU5THc2eEdLK1ZpRllKYUZ4QT09
https://zoom.us/j/94890292077?pwd=ekxnanU5THc2eEdLK1ZpRllKYUZ4QT09


  

HOPE United Methodist Church / 2233 Golf Road, Eau Claire, WI 54701 / (715)-835-5310 

- 4 - 

 

  

VISIT THE JONAH  
WEBSITE FOR  

UPDATES & INFORMATION  
www.jonahjustice.org 

 
CURIOUS ABOUT A TASK FORCE MEETING? 

If anyone is interested in joining or checking out a task 
force meeting, now is a great time to “go” to a meeting.  
All task forces are meeting virtually, so you can easily 
“go” and see what a task force meeting is like.  Contact 
Joanne Mellema if you are interested. 

It was interesting to read 

the parable of the Good 

Samaritan through the book 

as a different way of 

understanding others and 

who my neighbors are. I 

know those who are in need, 

are our neighbors to love, 

and I’m called to act like the 

Samaritan helping the hurt 

and needy, but I hadn't 

thought about or imagined 

the parable as I might be 

the one who needs help and 

to be saved by those whom 

I don’t want to be saved by. 

And I’ve learned that those 

are my neighbors to love. 

People in Jesus’ time didn’t 

want to be saved by Jesus. 

They mocked him, hated him, 

and killed him. Jesus was 

also the other and saved 

the world." 

 

Follow up to the “Fear of the Other” Small Group 

Last month, 6-7 of us met and discussed the book, ‘Fear of the 

Other.’ Here are a few words from three participants about 

what they learned through the book and our discussions. 
 

When I read Fear of the Other, 
I was expecting to be 
challenged to extend the grace 
God have to me to whom I 
would consider “the other”, 
those that we consider 
different from us. I did not 
expect that it would challenge 
my perspective of my own 
ideas of God, and to face the 
truth that I might be projecting 
an image of myself and my 
beliefs onto God, when God is 
also the other. I learned that to 
accept the other is to accept 
Jesus. I learned that my prayer 
life needs less speaking and 
more listening and reflecting 
on whether or not I am praying 
to God the other, or if I am 
praying to the version of God 
in my head that always agrees 
with me. 
 

In his book, Fear of the 

Other:  No Fear in Love, 

William Willimon talks about 

a Christian’s relationship 

with the Others in the 

world. While all humans 

have a survival fear of the 

unknown, Christians are 

called to have love for 

everyone that is strong 

enough to defeat our fear. 

Just as Jesus was the 

Other, so we must see 

Jesus in the Others. If we 

reach out to the unknown 

people we encounter, we 

may learn that God has 

sent them to save us. 

Review 1: 

Review 3: 

Review 2: 

http://www.jonahjustice.org/
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
➢ Aug 2 – 5:00pm Nurture 

➢ Aug 2 – 6:30pm Faith Formation 
 (In-Person in Fellowship Hall) 

➢ Aug 9 – 3:00pm SPRC 

➢ Aug 9 – 4:00pm Finance 

➢ Aug 12 – 7:00pm Trustees 

➢ Aug 23 – 6:30pm Ad Board Meeting 
 (In-Person in Fellowship Hall) 

➢ Aug 24 – 5:30pm Nomination 

Committee Meetings ZOOM Link: 

https://zoom.us/j/94197853095?p
wd=ZGhVZlQyK1FVTVNlUmdBYn
U5bVBkQT09 
Meeting ID: 941 9785 3095  

Passcode: 078279 

Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799  

US (Chicago) 

 

 

 

 AN INVITATION FROM THE WOMEN  

OF LAKE STREET UMC TO THE  

WOMEN OF HOPE UMC 

 

 

 

You are invited to join other local Methodist women at an informal gathering at Lake Street UMC (4th 

and Lake Street, Eau Claire). We will meet from 10:00am-11:30am on June 16, July 21, and August 

18. These “come and go” gatherings allow you to come when you can and leave when you must. 

Beverages will be provided but bring your own snack if you please. Friends are always welcome. 

Please plan to join us for a time of sharing, caring and just plain catching up! We hope to see you! 

Blessings, Women of Lake Street UMC 

Wednesdays 
June 16, July 21, August 18 

10:00am-11:30am 

WOMEN OF HOPE 

Sat, August 21st  
9:00am 

We will meet outside the Pablo Center and 
take a sculpture walk and enjoy some ice 
cream at Olson’s or Ramone’s. 

MEN’S COFFEE 
SAT, AUGUST 21ST 

8:30AM at COFFEE GROUNDS 

https://zoom.us/j/94197853095?pwd=ZGhVZlQyK1FVTVNlUmdBYnU5bVBkQT09
https://zoom.us/j/94197853095?pwd=ZGhVZlQyK1FVTVNlUmdBYnU5bVBkQT09
https://zoom.us/j/94197853095?pwd=ZGhVZlQyK1FVTVNlUmdBYnU5bVBkQT09
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FINANCIAL REPORT - JUNE 2021 

  MTD YTD 

Contributions $10,669 $65,110 

Expenses $8,718 $61,767 

  $1,950  $3,343  

   

CONNECTIONAL GIVING (APPORTIONMENTS) 

Conference Assigned Our Goal- We Have Paid 

Amount for 2021: At Least 2/3 As Of 6-30-21: 

$18,948.00 $12,632.00 $7,360.00 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 

OPTION 

We have recently heard from a couple of our 

church members about mailed checks that 

were never received at the church.  Just a 

reminder that there is an easy, secure way 

to make your donations to the church via 

electronic fund transfer.  Please contact the 

church office to receive the form to begin the 

process.  This can alleviate the problems 

with unreliable mail service, and it can be 

started, adjusted, or stopped at any 

time.  Contact the church office, 715-835-

5310, or give me a call if you have 

questions. 

Judy Shuck, Church Treasurer 715-225-

3097 

 

PARKING LOT UPDATE 

Our Parking Lot is finished!  Thanks to 

your many generous donations our 

Parking Lot fund is now at $15,225.00, 

95% of our $16,000.00 goal.  Thank you 

to all who have donated to this project. 

The remainder of the project will be    

paid for with a gift from Vernon and 

Kathryn Thalacker.  It was their desire 

that these funds be used specifically for 

improvements to our building complex.  

If you wish to give an additional donation 

for the Parking Lot fund, the Thalacker 

gift would remain larger, ready for 

another project. 

Over the next several weeks the 

Trustees will be working on backfilling 

top soil around the lot so that it matches 

the surrounding grass level. 
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FOR THE JOURNEY Newsletter articles and updates 

should be submitted to the church office by the 20th of 

each month. Contributions are welcome. 

HOPE UMC website: 
www.hope-eauclaire.org 

 

Visit and “LIKE” 

 the Hope UMC 
Facebook page 

From our website,  

click the “Like Us on 

Facebook” button  

just above the map 

showing our location  

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE   

9:15am Sunday Worship 
We will have both In-Person 
Worship and Online Streaming 
of the service on our Facebook 
Page. 

HOPE UMC STAFF 

Pastor . . . . . . . Rev. Hyejung Hwang 

Office Manager . . . Kristen Kirchman  

Pianists . . . . . . . . . .  Andrea Blaeser  
 & Ben Kittilstad 

HOPE UMC OFFICE HOURS     

Tues, Wed, Thurs 9:00am- 1:00pm 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 

Mon, Tues, Wed  9:00am - 5:00pm 

 

We can still continue our 
ministries whether we are 
meeting in-person, or online. 

It’s a time to remember the church is not about 
the building, but WE are the church.  

MAIL: Please feel free to send your 
offerings in mail:  

Hope United Methodist Church 
2233 Golf Road 
Eau Claire, WI  54701 
 

GIVING 

 

 
ELECTRONIC GIVING:  
Call or email the church office to 
request an Authorization Form for 
Automatic Withdrawal 

715-835-5310 (leave a message) 
hopeumcec@yahoo.com 

LAY PASTORAL  

CARE TEAM 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 

 
 

Judy Ganong  715-514-0258 

Connie Jacobsen  715-838-9594 

Jan Lorentz  608-886-0668 

Nancy Ross  715-878-9099 

If you could use support, or 

if you know of someone 

who might, please contact 

a member of our Lay 

Pastoral Care Team 


