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Hope Family –  

Do you see new leaves and greens around you? It is a 
joy to see more colors in nature, hear birds singing, 
feel warmer breezes and breathe the fresh air outside. 
It was so good to see that the Women of Hope 
gathered outside, talked and laughed in a distanced 
group. It was a sign of new life to me while I was 
looking for daily signs. I can’t wait to see all our 
congregation gather for worship in the sanctuary and 
sing together. 

While we are thankful for the beauty of God’s creation     
and opportunities to enjoy it, we acknowledge that we 
are in a time that we are called to believe and witness Jesus’ resurrection when it is hard to believe 
and see it in our daily lives. Writing this, I heard the news of the shooting in Kenosha soon after we 
heard about the death of Daunte Wright. And we are still watching and waiting for the clear 
information about the virus and vaccination.  

Continuing the worship series ‘Dare to Dance Again’, I encourage you to try to find signs of new 
life, beginnings and hope around you even on rainy days. This is not by ignoring the heartbreaking 
news, and troubles in life but walking in the midst of them.  

The moments that you would feel hope, courage, strength, and peace that only Christ can give. It 
could be when you see the sun rising in the morning, in a casual conversation with your neighbors 
or in a quiet time praying for suffering families that you’ve never met.... And see how the Holy 
Spirit moves you through the moments and share it with others. That is what Jesus told his friends 
to do who were left on earth. In our time of witnessing both signs of hope and ongoing brokenness, 
I believe we are called to be a sign of resurrection, a dreamer who brings dreams in our 
communities.   

 
NEW ONLINE WORSHIP LINK - Sundays at 9:15am & Special Services 

We will be moving our online worship platform from Zoom to FACEBOOK. 
It is our way of broadening our ministry online. Thank you for your understanding. 

https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-116517175038771  

Online    Worship 

[Continued on Page 2] 

https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-116517175038771
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As one of those steps towards that goal, we plan to have a small group study with the book, “Fear 
of the Other” by William H. Willimon. I’m hoping that we can expand our vision to see others and 
ourselves and it will bring good changes around us and within us as we live in ongoing violence 
due to fear of differences: races, backgrounds, religions... It will either be held on Zoom or in a 
Facebook closed group. Please watch for further information in weekly emails.  

Will Willimon is a retired Bishop of the United Methodist Church and 
Professor of the Practice of Christian Ministry at Duke University Divinity 
School, Director of the Doctor of Ministry Program. He invited readers to 
consider the Gospel command to love (and not merely tolerate) those 
considered to be “Other” or outside mainstream Christian culture. 
Willimon brings a Wesleyan perspective to bear on what may be the 
hardest thing for people of faith to do: keeping and loving the "Other" 
as they are - without any need for them to become like us. …..Willimon 
invites readers to an on-the-ground faith that remembers the God who 
comes to us again and again through so-called outsiders, strangers, 
immigrants, and those without status. Beyond welcome, Christians must 
become “other” to the world, shaking off the dominant culture’s 
identity and privilege through practices of listening, humility, and 
understanding.  - Amazon book review -  

 

• Link to the church Facebook page for ONLINE WORSHIP  

  (Sundays at 9:15am & Special Services) 

https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-116517175038771 

• ZOOM link for the Online Coffee Fellowship immediately following Sunday Morning Worship: 

https://hope-eauclaire.us17.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=208134bb1b12a813a93f6ee7e&id=98cf10d8e5&e=2c3dff86e0 

Meeting ID: 946 4110 6313 / Password: 703031 / Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP OPTIONS 

Live streaming of the Sunday morning worship 

service will continue on Facebook. However, for 

those who are unable to livestream or wish to 

participate in person, live streaming in 

fellowship hall will be available to handle any 

overflow from the sanctuary starting on May 2. 

One family group per table will be allowed and 

masks must be worn at all times. There will be 

sanitizing materials for participants to wipe 

down their table before leaving. 

[Continued from Page 1] 

https://www.facebook.com/Hope-United-Methodist-Church-116517175038771
https://hope-eauclaire.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=208134bb1b12a813a93f6ee7e&id=98cf10d8e5&e=2c3dff86e0
https://hope-eauclaire.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=208134bb1b12a813a93f6ee7e&id=98cf10d8e5&e=2c3dff86e0
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JOIN US ONLINE FOR WORSHIP 

Please Feel free to join us online for worship 
by visiting our Facebook page.  We still 
recommend staying at home, wearing 
masks, and social distancing until we are 
able to create space for more people to 
safely worship and gather in the Sanctuary 
and Fellowship Hall. More information will 
be out soon.  

 

Online Worship Updates and Changes – A Work in Progress 
 

As one of the many changes during the Pandemic, we started live streaming our worship on our Facebook 
page in February. We discerned through prayer that it was necessary in order to reach more people looking 
for online worship opportunities as well as to improve the quality of online worship on a different platform.  

Creating and developing this online ministry has not been a quick process, so we thought we'd provide some 
details about what we have been working on: 

• In March we purchased a camera and have figured out the best way to connect it with our current 
computer and sound system. Step by step we worked to resolve various issues along the way.   

• Also, as you may have noticed, we updated that video image to include a divided screen. One side 
for words, lyrics, and videos, and the other side for broadcasting the worship service from the 
sanctuary. Even though we are online, I wanted to allow for a clear understanding of my speaking 
during my messages and liturgy.   

What we’ve done:   

• Exploring what software programs we can use and how to utilize them for both in-person and online 
worship 

• fixing hardware problems to better support the projecting of the screen 

• working to improve sound and video quality with our current equipment 

• Simplifying all steps so that anyone can volunteer to help with the technology during worship 

What we will continue to work on as we move forward: 

• We are limited by the capacity of our current computer system and will continue to work on 
improving our live streaming service. Trustees are in the process of purchasing a new computer. 

• Improving the hospitality experience of online worship by having an Online Host for Sunday morning 
worship.  

• Exploring options for how to improve and communicate prayer better between the two locations 
(online and in-person). We are considering using a prayer app. 

• We plan to expand our online ministry from online worship to other ministries on Facebook. Several 
members of the Worship Committee and Faith Formation Committee have been attending a mission 
& worship training called Ready To Launch. 

Prior to the pandemic, online worship was not a priority, and we didn't have the technology and equipment 
geared toward this type of worship. This has not been a simple or quick process, and we are continuing to 
work through the steps to improve our use of this new worship format and will continue to develop our 
skills and abilities. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

Please contact Pastor Hyejung, Trustees, or the Ready To Launch team (Alexandra Reply, Connie Jacobsen, 
Jan Lorentz, and Renee Marino) if you have any questions about online ministry.  
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
➢ May 3rd  Nurture 5:00pm 

➢ May 3rd  Faith Formation 6:30pm 

➢ May 9th   Trustees 10:30am 

➢ May 10th   SPRC 5:30pm 

➢ May 10th  Finance 6:30pm 

➢ May 17th  Ad Board Meeting 6:30pm 

 ZOOM Link: 

https://hope-eauclaire.us17.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=208134bb1b12a81

3a93f6ee7e&id=98cf10d8e5&e=2c3dff86e0 

Meeting ID: 946 4110 6313  / Password: 703031  

Dial by your location +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

 

 

 

Join Us for Online Coffee Fellowship 
immediately following  

Sunday Morning Worship 

 

Nature Scavenger Hunt! 
The JONAH Core Team is 
having a Nature Scavenger 
Hunt for our youth in the  
neighborhood and congregation from May 3-8. 

If you see kids wandering around looking at nature, 
that is why! If any adults would like to participate, 
pick up information in the narthex on May 2 at 
church!  

We hope all the kids (and adults) will enjoy looking  
and noticing different things around 
them in the natural world after 
participating! 

NATURE 
SCAVENGER 

HUNT! 

OUTSIDE  
SPRING CLEANUP 

 SAT, MAY 1ST at 
9:00AM 

The Interfaith Prayer Service of the 
Chippewa Valley brings peoples of many 

faith traditions together in prayer, 
celebrating peace and unity, and teaching 
that ultimately we are more similar than 
we are different. For more information 

visit https://www.interfaithprayerec.org/ 

Virtual 
Interfaith 

Prayer Service 
Wed, May 19th  

at 6:30pm 

https://hope-eauclaire.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=208134bb1b12a813a93f6ee7e&id=98cf10d8e5&e=2c3dff86e0
https://hope-eauclaire.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=208134bb1b12a813a93f6ee7e&id=98cf10d8e5&e=2c3dff86e0
https://hope-eauclaire.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=208134bb1b12a813a93f6ee7e&id=98cf10d8e5&e=2c3dff86e0
https://www.interfaithprayerec.org/
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This past year has been a challenge for us all. Here at 
HOPE United Methodist Church in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 
a group of folks have been the modern day circuit riders.  

Historically, circuit riders were clergy who travelled on 
horseback from church/congregation to church 
congregation.They were assigned a specific geographical area to minister to 
settlers.  They walked or rode a horse, if they owned one.  

Fast forward to 2020, when we did not gather for in person worship.  We utilized 
what our ancestors did, we got in our cars (horsepower) and delivered communion 
cups, Christmas cookies, Lent bags and Holy Week Bags.  Our Hope Circuit Riders 
are Renee Marino, Dan Shuck, Jan Lorentz, Joanne Mellema, LeeAnn Richards, 
Lynne Larabee and Jill Myers.   We traversed city streets and county roads to deliver 
spiritual care and communion cups, to the people of Hope.   Our circuit ministry 
continues, meeting the needs of Hope.  It has been an incredible experience, a true 
treasure hunt, as the people of Hope are all treasures.   

Another group that formed in 2020 is the Care Call team.  Judy Ganong, Nancy 
Troyan, Kay Lee, Connie Jacobson and Jan Lorentz made weekly calls to the people 
of Hope to check in on them, have a conversation and share prayer requests.  
These calls provided those who did not attend worship (when we were able to 
meet in person) with an opportunity to connect with someone from Hope.    

Thank you all for your continued support for the people of Hope and the church.   
 

A NOTE OF APPRECIATION 
for our MODERN DAY CIRCUIT RIDERS  

and CARE CALL TEAM 

Beacon Volunteers Needed 
  
Beacon House Volunteers Needed...We will be serving at 
Beacon House (Family Promise of the Chippewa Valley) 
on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, May 19-21.  We are in 
need of servers and food providers. Supper is served each 
night at 5:30 p.m.  If you are interested, please contact Joey at 
715-563-0984 or gibbonje@hotmail.com.  
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                             FINANCIAL REPORT – March 2021   

 Month Year to Date 
Contributions $10,637 $32,124 
Expenses                  $ 8,996   $31,282 
 $1,671 $842 

 
 

WOMEN OF HOPE 

Women of Hope will meet on Saturday, 
May 15, 2021 at 9:00am.  

We will meet at River Prairie Park - in the 
parking lot by the BIG flag and the pond. 
(past Staybridge Suites, and down the hill).   

There are paved walking trails.   Dress 
appropriately and bring your favorite 
beverage. Looking forward to enjoying the 
outdoors with you.  

Questions - contact Jan at 608-886-0668.  
 
 
 

THANK YOU NOTE 

 FROM THE STRATTON 

FAMILY 

 

MY family and I want to thank all of you for 

the many many kindnesses we have received 

in the form of cards, meals, memorials etc. 

since the passing of our beloved David.  This 

experience has all been a bit overwhelming 

but your love has been a great comfort. 

Hugs to you all. 

Jennie Stratton 

PARKING LOT UPDATE 

Our contractor’s projection is that the 
Parking Lot will be repaved by midsummer. 

We are very pleased to have received 
$6,100.00 thus far towards our goal of 
$16,000.00. 

Please continue to consider donating for 
this vital improvement. 
 

LAWN MOWING HELP NEEDED 

 We are in need of some volunteers to help with 

mowing the lawn. Please contact any Trustee 

member with questions. 

If you are able to help move the lawn, please 

visit our online signup sheet through Sign Up 

Genius at: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A44AA

A622A02-lawn 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A44AAA622A02-lawn
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040A44AAA622A02-lawn
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VISIT THE JONAH  
WEBSITE FOR  

UPDATES & INFORMATION  
www.jonahjustice.org 

 
CURIOUS ABOUT A TASK FORCE MEETING? 

If anyone is interested in joining or checking out a task 
force meeting, now is a great time to “go” to a meeting.  
All task forces are meeting virtually, so you can easily 
“go” and see what a task force meeting is like.  Contact 
Joanne Mellema if you are interested. 

http://www.jonahjustice.org/
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FOR THE JOURNEY Newsletter articles and updates 

should be submitted to the church office by the 20th of 

each month. Contributions are welcome. 

HOPE UMC website: 
www.hope-eauclaire.org 

 

Visit and “LIKE” 

 the Hope UMC 
Facebook page 

From our website,  

click the “Like Us on 

Facebook” button  

just above the map 

showing our location  

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE   

9:15am Sunday Worship 
We will begin in-person worship, 
but will continue to offer online 
streaming of the service on our 
Facebook page  

HOPE UMC STAFF 

Pastor . . . . . . . Rev. Hyejung Hwang 

Office Manager . . . Kristen Kirchman  

Pianists . . . . . . . . . .  Andrea Blaeser  
 & Ben Kittilstad 

HOPE UMC OFFICE HOURS     

Tues, Wed, Thurs 9:00am- 1:00pm 

 

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS 

Mon, Tues, Wed  9:00am - 5:00pm 

 

We can still continue our 
ministries whether we are 
meeting in-person, or online. 

It’s a time to remember the church is not about 
the building, but WE are the church.  

MAIL: Please feel free to send your 
offerings in mail:  

Hope United Methodist Church 
2233 Golf Road 
Eau Claire, WI  54701 
 

GIVING 

 

 
ELECTRONIC GIVING:  
Call or email the church office to 
request an Authorization Form for 
Automatic Withdrawal 

715-835-5310 (leave a message) 
hopeumcec@yahoo.com 

LAY PASTORAL  

CARE TEAM 

CONTACT 

INFORMATION 

 
 

Judy Ganong  715-514-0258 

Connie Jacobsen  715-838-9594 

Jan Lorentz  608-886-0668 

Nancy Troyan  715-878-9099 

If you could use support, or 

if you know of someone 

who might, please contact 

a member of our Lay 

Pastoral Care Team 


