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“Taking the Next Step”
As we begin October, it is a time
to review of the year and start
planning the next year. Yes, I can’t
believe we are already toward the
end of the year, but I’m glad that
we are approaching the season of
hope with Advent and Christmas
in a couple of months.
The fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness,
This year, praying and planning on
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness,
ministry at Hope next year, we
and self-control.
invite you to the stewardship
(Galatians 5:22-23)
program this year with the
theme “Taking the Next Step.” As we approach this program in a biblical, spiritual, inspirational way,
the focus is not built on the need of the church to fund a budget, but for us to see that stewardship
is God’s way of raising disciples, and our way to grow and respond to God’s invitation. So, we invite
you to take a step along the Giving Path and move forward in your spiritual journey to be more like
Christ.
Steps Along the Giving Path
• First-Time Giver: Begin to give a specific amount
• Intentional Giver: Give a planned percentage of income
• Growing Giver: Increase the percentage of income
• Tither: Begin to give a tithe (10% of income)
• Extravagant Giver: Give beyond the tithe (10%+ of income)
Each Sunday during October we will read from the Bible on stewardship and giving. During this time,
we encourage you to pray for God to lead you on new steps in your faith journey, deepen your
sense of generosity and gratitude, discover the joy of giving. And complete your 2020 Estimate of
Giving Card when you are ready and send it to the church.
Stewardship and Finance committees are willing to help you if you need any giving guidance. Also,
please refer to the narrative budget for more information on how your giving has been used for our
ministry and spiritual growth. Let us not limit God, what God is doing through us, but continue to
pray for God’s leading.
I encourage you to be engaged in a personal and spiritual journey to seek how God is leading as you
consider prayerfully taking the next step. I pray for you, our congregation, and our spiritual journey
to grow together.
Pastor Hyejung.
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Monthly Sermon Series “Our Money Story”
October 4 - Week 1 “Remember”
Luke 22:1-23 (The Last Supper & Judas’ betrayal),
Exodus 16:1-18 (Manna in the desert)
October 11 - Week 2 “Release”
Matthew 19:16-22 (A wealthy man seeks eternal life),
Deut. 15:1-11 (The year of canceled debts)
October 18 - Week 3 “Reimagine & Restore)
Mark 12:38-44 (The widow's mite), Leviticus 19:9-10;
25:8-12 (The Year of Jubilee)
John 21:1-19 (Jesus appears to the disciples),
Genesis 33:1-17 (Esau forgives Jacob)
October 25 -Laity Sunday

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
(Galatians 5:22-23)
Discover the joy of growing in your relationship with God as you begin Taking the Next Step in
your faith journey and living generously.
Please pray each day during this Taking the Next Step season. Pray for Hope United Methodist
Church, and for your roles and gifts in the ministry at Hope.
You will be receiving stewardship guidelines and information by mail. Estimate of Giving Cards
(Pledge Cards) can be returned anytime in October.
Contact: Dan Shuck (danielwshuck@gmail.com) or Pastor Hyejung (hyejunginpeace@gmail.com)
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GIVING
We can still continue our
ministries whether we are
meeting in-person, or online. It’s
a time to remember the church is
not about the building, but WE
are the church.
MAIL: Please feel free to
send your offerings in
mail:
Hope United Methodist
Church
2233 Golf Road
Eau Claire, WI 54701

LAY PASTORAL
CARE TEAM
CONTACT
INFORMATION
If you could use support, or if you know of
someone who might, please contact a
member of our Lay Pastoral Care Team.
Judy Ganong
715-514-0258
Connie Jacobsen 715-838-9594
Jan Lorentz
608-886-0668
Nancy Troyan
715-878-9099

ELECTRONIC GIVING:
Call or email the church
office to request an
Authorization Form for
Automatic Withdrawal
715-835-5310
(leave a message)

hopeumcec@yahoo.com

Pastor
Hyejung’s
at Hope United
Methodist
Mon, Tues, Wed
9:00am-5:00pm

ONLINE or IN-PERSON
Worship is our priority as those who are fed
and raised by God. Hope church has two ways
of joining in worship:
JOIN ON ZOOM Please feel free to click the
button ‘stop video’ if you are not comfortable
with showing yourself on the screen. Also feel
free to share greetings, joys and concerns or
any comments together as a community either
in person or on ZOOM.
https://umcom.zoom.us/j/94890292077?pw
d=ekxnanU5THc2eEdLK1ZpRllKYUZ4QT09
JOIN IN PERSON Worship in person while
following guidelines carefully. Wearing masks
and social distancing is required. Simple
fellowship is possible outside.
All are welcomed!
See you at 9:15am on Sunday!
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Hope’s Guidelines for In-Person Church Services
For those who wish to worship in person, will look somewhat different. We will be situating
the sanctuary so that we can safely sit at a distance. We will not be singing, or sharing food
and drink with fellowship. There will not be a children’s table in the back. Mask wearing will
be required. If you do not have one with you, we will supply you with one. Fellowship after
services will need to occur outside at safe distances. Hand sanitizer will be very available
throughout the building.
What will worship look like when it resumes? To maintain physical distancing, we will need
to limit capacity to about 38 people. When attending a service, you need to enter from the
parking lot double doors only. The single door (by ministry room) will be locked will be locked
at all times. When exiting you need to exit the Fairfax double doors. People will be seated
from front to back, and leave in the opposite order. No items will be passed (offering plates,
attendance pads, bulletins, hymnals, etc.).
Will we continue to have online worship after the building reopens? Yes, definitely. Zoom
worship is meeting our needs right now, and it’s nice to have everyone worshiping together.
Plus of course, many people will need or want to stay home, particularly those who are more
vulnerable medically. When we start offering worship in the sanctuary, we will keep it
connected to those who are worshiping via Zoom.
What kind of music options can we offer? We are “strongly urged” by public health authorities
and the Wisconsin Council of Churches not to offer the congregational singing of hymns.
What other precautions will we have to take? People who are ill with any kind of coldsymptom should stay home in order to care for others. Funerals and weddings are currently
limited by public health authorities to 9 people. Food and beverages will probably not be
allowed at first. Children should stay with families. Face masks should be worn by all people.
Does this all sound very restrictive? Yes, it does. But we are doing it to care for those who are
vulnerable, which is something the church has always been called to do. And, because of who
we are, I am confident that we will find ways for the warm and friendly nature of our church
family to shine out.
Blessings in Christ,
Renee Marino
Trustee's Chair
HOPE United Methodist Church / 2233 Golf Road, Eau Claire, WI 54701 / (715)-835-5310
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NOTICE: Other than Sunday Worship, in-person activities are on hold until we have more direction regarding when we will be able to meet.

During October the Outreach Committee will have a Hope Message
Line tied between pine trees along our sidewalk on Fairfax Street. We
will hang printed Bible verses and encouraging messages on this line
for school children who walk by.
If you would like to place a thought, special verse or prayer on the line,
please contact Dan Shuck, danielwshuck@gmail.com, or Becky
Gochanour, gbgochanour@aol.com.
If you are artistic, we will provide chalk for artwork on the sidewalk.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: HOPE UMC 2020 CHARGE CONFERENCE
SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH AT 3:00PM
O CTOBER C OMMITTEE M EETINGS

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
RESCHEDULED
FOR OCTOBER 24, 2020
Due to Coronavirus concerns, the Annual
Conference has been rescheduled to October
24th, 2020 as a virtual event.
www.wisconsinumc.org/annual-conference

➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Oct 5th Nurture Committee 5:00pm
Oct 5th Faith Formation 6:30pm
Oct 13th SPRC Meeting 5:30pm
Oct 13th Finance Committee 6:30pm
Oct 11th Trustees Meeting 10:30am
Oct 19th Ad Board Meeting 6:30pm

FALL CLEAN-UP OCTOBER 24TH
Join us Saturday, October 24th for a Fall
Church Clean Up Day. We will be doing
outside yardwork as well as inside cleaning.
See weekly announcements for start time.
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A special shout out and THANK YOU to
Mike and Lynne Larabee and the
Trustees for re-striping and painting the
parking lot, it looks wonderful!

DONATIONS NEEDED
This summer, our Little Library has
supplied food and books to the
neighborhood. Due to the high demand,
we are in need of donations of
nonperishable food or money to purchase
food. Household and personal hygiene
products are also welcomed. Notes and
donations left by our neighbors have
expressed their appreciation.

NEW DOOR
ACCESS CODE
The Single door keycode has
been changed. Please see a
Trustee for the new code.

Faith Formation committee will
mail out weekly activity sheets for
children to use on Sunday
mornings. Please let us know if
you, or someone you know,
would like to receive these
materials.
Faith Formation Contacts:
Sandi Hysell ( lablover63@gmail.com )
Jan Lorentz ( shawtown90@yahoo.com )

VIRTUAL YOUTH GROUP
Watch for more details and updates

SUNDAY SCHOOL
We will be sending out information about
alternative possibilities for Sunday School
programing. Please watch the weekly
emails for details. Additionally, parents
will receive emails with changes and
reminders.
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OCTOBER JONAH CALENDAR
➢ Oct 1st 5:30pm (Zoom)
Affordable Housing Task Force

JONAH PUBLIC ANNUAL MEETING

➢ Oct 1st 7-8pm (Zoom)
ACTION NIGHT: Training on How to
Talk to People about Voting

➢ Oct 1st or 2nd – COVID Core (tba)
➢ Oct 2nd 10:00am (Zoom)
JONAH Chairs Meeting
➢ Oct 8th 4:00pm (Zoom)
Child Poverty Coalition
➢ Oct 9th 6:00pm
Virtual Movie - JUST MERCY
➢ Oct 11th 4:00pm (Zoom)
JONAH Virtual Public Meeting

➢ Oct 13th 12:30pm (Zoom)
Religious Leaders Caucus
➢ Oct 15th 7:00pm (Zoom)
Environmental Task Force
➢ Oct 15th or 16th – COVID Core (tba)
➢ Oct 19th 4:30pm (Zoom)
Immigration Task Force
VISIT THE JONAH WEBSITE
FOR UPDATES & INFORMATION www.jonahjustice.org

➢ Oct 28th of 29th – COVID Core (tba)

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it”
- Psalm 24:1
GREEN TIP: Use Green Transportation
How do you get from place to place? Make a plan for how you can reduce your
footprint. Does your city/town have public transportation? Are there places where
you can walk or bike instead of drive? Are there places you can carpool? School,
work, church, and small group meetings are great places to carpool. Make a
commitment and plan to improve your carbon footprint.
HOPE United Methodist Church / 2233 Golf Road, Eau Claire, WI 54701 / (715)-835-5310
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COMMON PRAYER
from Gamaliel
Source of all being, Sacred mystery, you are the wellspring of
justice. Weaver of the warp and weft of history, weave our lives
into the fabric of your will. Guide us towards the Beloved
Community. Forgive us when we have failed to give shape to the
Beloved Community in our communities and in our lives.
All around us the ugly onslaughts of white nationalism, hate
crimes, and systemic racism devastate your people, divide us, and
threaten our democracy. All around us the wicked strut, and in
high places are those who encourage the basest of attitudes and
actions. Grant us wisdom and courage to confront these evils with
the power of love and truth. Free us from timidity and
equivocation. Help us to be bold in thought and action. May our
lives and our faith communities model the change we hope to see in
the world.
As we approach the November elections, keep us mindful that the
right to vote is a sacred trust won by beatings, by imprisonments,
by blood, by the relentless struggles of many who came before us.
Help us to honor that legacy. May we vote our conscience and
encourage others to do the same.
Heal our nation. Heal our hearts. Heal our nation. Amen.

FILM SCREENING OF "JUST MERCY"
EXPO Free Campaign invites you to join them on October 9th at 6pm for a
screening and discussion of the film “Just Mercy” to raise awareness around
systemic racism. Popcorn will be sent to those who register early, guest
speakers will be discuss their experiences with racism in our community,
and a discussion will follow. Below is the registration for the event.
A synopsis of the film: "After graduating from Harvard, Bryan Stevenson
heads to Alabama to defend those wrongly condemned or those not afforded
proper representation. One of his first cases is that of Walter McMillian, who
is sentenced to die in 1987 for the murder of an 18-year-old girl, despite
evidence proving his innocence. In the years that follow, Stevenson
encounters racism and legal and political maneuverings as he tirelessly
fights for McMillian's life."
You must register in advance for this event
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIqf-irqDorGNQees7VziVf4AuTgceey1q0
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MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS
USHERS & GREETERS

SCRIPTURE READER

October 4

Jill Myers & Denny Schultz

Lynne Larabee

October 11

Joanne Mellema & Rich Swanson

Anne Allen

October 18

Cheryl Muller & Jan Lorentz

John Weiland

October 25

Mike Larabee & Renee Marino

Connie Jacobsen

November 1

Dan & Judy Shuck

Alexandra Ripley

November 8

Becky & Gary Gochanour

Ruth Nyland

November 15

Jill Myers & Denny Schultz

LeeAnn Richards

November 22

Joanne Mellema & Rich Swanson

Sharon Fortune

November 29

Mike Larabee & Renee Marino

John Weiland

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
9:15am Sunday Worship
We will begin in-person worship,
but will continue to offer online
streaming of the service through
Zoom. (see pg 3 for Guidelines for
in-person worship at Hope)

FOR THE JOURNEY Newsletter articles and updates
should be submitted to the church office by the 20th of
each month. Contributions are welcome.

HOPE UMC website:

www.hope-eauclaire.org

HOPE UMC OFFICE HOURS

Visit and “LIKE”
the Hope UMC
Facebook page

Tues, Wed, Thurs 9:00am- 1:00pm

HOPE UMC STAFF
Pastor . . . . . . . Rev. Hyejung Hwang
Office Manager . . . Kristen Kirchman
Pianists . . . . . . . . . . Andrea Blaeser
& Ben Kittilstad

From our website,
click the “Like Us on
Facebook” button
just above the map
showing our location

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS
Mon, Tues, Wed 9:00am - 5:00pm

HOPE United Methodist Church / 2233 Golf Road, Eau Claire, WI 54701 / (715)-835-5310

- 9-

