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We began this year with the sermon series ‘Five Essential Practices of 
Christian Life.’ Our spiritual practices are as much important as how physical 
exercises are. We were reminded with looking at 5 fingers: reading 5 bible 
verses, praying with fingers, five people to share your faith story, five 
intentional acts of kindness…. Worship and pray, study, give, share and 
serve, these five practices should be our daily practice to be Jesus’ follower, 
to be the kind of Christian Jesus longs for.  

And now we enter the 40 days journey and we are invited to enter the story 
of Jesus’ last week, the passion of Jesus, as his followers. Our Lenten theme 
and sermon series is from the book, ‘Entering into the Passion of Jesus’ 
written by Amy-Jill Levine. The events of Christ’s Passion, which take place 
during the last week of Jesus’ life, often don’t receive enough time in our 
worship and study. These stories are important to our faith journey and our 
identity as followers of Jesus. And yet we often move too quickly from Palm 
Sunday to Easter Sunday with little time to take in the dramatic story of that 
last week. Throughout the six weeks of Lent we will “freeze-frame” moments 
in Holy Week so we might put ourselves in the picture, thereby “Entering the Passion of Jesus.” How might 
taking a closer look at the ancient story open us to deeper conviction for our role in its ongoing message? 
We are invited to enter the story. So, during this Lenten season, may we open our eyes and minds, and 
listen for and look at the story of Jesus as his followers walking with Jesus.  

• Risking Reputation  
As Jesus entered into Jerusalem, he came at the head of a parade. This parade was a risk and a 
danger, as any procession was a challenge to the army that claimed to be in control of Jerusalem. 
When are we willing to risk our reputation in the service of God’s love? When are we content to 
let the powers that be rule the world?  

• Risking Righteous Anger  
When Jesus enters the Temple, he does not let the status quo remain. He not only talks about the 
problems he sees, he uses direct action. When is anger appropriate? How do we share a 
realization that all is not right with the world not simply become finger-pointing and anger?  

• Risking Challenge  
Jesus teaches in the Temple in this last week of his life on issues of money. What is the role of the 
Christian regarding money? Regarding taxes? Regarding giving? As Jesus teaches in the last week 
of his ministry, he touches on areas that are very personal to us even today. What about our 
money challenges us?  
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• Risking Rejection  
On an evening of Jesus’ last week, an unnamed woman comes into the midst of the disciples and 
anoints Jesus. What was this woman risking when she entered this serious room? What do we 
risk when we allow others to bless us? What are we risking when we reach out to others?  

• Risking Loss of Friends  
As Jesus gathered in an Upper Room, he gathered with his students and friends, and took the 
familiar parts of the meal and risked upsetting their knowledge and faith. As Jesus blesses the 
bread and the cup, he risks creating a new community of faith. How do we risk our community 
around the altar?  

• Risking Temptation  
As Jesus prepares for his arrest and trial, he spends time in prayer. He has every opportunity to 
flee from Jerusalem, to hide away in the desert a few short miles away. Are we willing to risk all 
in our faith, or do we react to temptation by hiding and holding our faith to ourselves?  

I hope we can learn together through risk, and that this time walking through the last week of Jesus’ 
ministry will bring hope and healing as we prepare for the celebration of Easter.  

Pastor Hyejung 

 

(Continued from Page 1) 

• Ash Wednesday Service   
 Wed, February 26 6:30pm  

• Singing new songs before    
Sunday Worship (9:20-30am)  

• Lenten Prayer Services 
Wednesdays 6:30-7:00pm        
in the Sanctuary 

• Lenten Lunch Small Group  
Wednesdays 12:00-1:00pm 
in Fellowship Hall.  We will 
watch the DVD of the book, 
“Jesus” by Max Lucado and 
have discussions.  
Bring your Lunch! 

 

We invite you to join us this Lenten season as we listen and 
look closer at the story of Jesus’ last week. We often move so 
quickly to Easter celebration with little time to take in the 
story.  During the six weeks of Lent we will have time to pause 
and look at the moments in holy week and we might put 
ourselves in the picture.  
Join us walking the journey with Jesus as his followers as you 
join in worship and prayer services and small groups.  
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Lenten Sermon Series: March 1st – April 5th 

Entering the Passion of Jesus – Picturing Ourselves in the Story 

❖ March 1 The Parade: Risking Reputation 

❖ March 8  The Temple: Risking Righteous Anger 

❖ March 15 The Teaching: Risking Challenge 

❖ March 22 The First Dinner: Risking Rejection 

❖ March 29 The Last Supper: Risking the Loss of Friends 

❖ April 5  The Garden: Risking Temptation 

Holy Week 

Maundy Thursday Worship Service – April 8th 6:00pm 

Good Friday Worship Service – April 9th 7:00pm 

Easter Sunday Worship Service – April 12th 9:30am 

Daylight Savings Begins 
Sunday, March 8th Spiritual Preparation (Bruce Bryant-Scott) 

Fast from excess and feast on simplicity, 

Fast from negatives and feast on alternatives, 

Fast from discontent and feast on gratitude, 

Fast from gossip and feast on silence, 

Fast from self-concern and feast on compassion, 

Fast from anxiety and feast on faith. 
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• March 3 Centering Prayer – 12:00pm 

• March 4-6 Serve at Beacon House 

• March 8 JONAH Sunday 

• March 11 Feed My People Meal Packing – 4-5:00pm 

 COMMUNITY DINNER CHURCH – 6:00pm 

• March 18 NW District Event - 10am-2:00pm  

• March 19 Heritage Court - 10:30am 

• March 20 April Newsletter Deadline 

• March 21 Men’s Group – 8:30am 
 at Coffee Grounds 

 Women of Hope - 9:30am  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Practices (7:00pm) 

• Tues, March 10 
• Tues, March 17 
• Tues, March 31 

• Tues, April 7 
 

Church Services 

• Sunday, March 1 

• Sunday, April 5 (Palm Sunday) 

• Friday, April 10 (Good Friday) 

• Sunday, April 12 (Easter Sunday) 

 
 

CHOIR SCHEDULE 

 

Join us for the egg hunt, snacks, and photos with the Easter Bunny 

HOP ON OVER FOR SOME FAMILY FUN! 
SATURDAY, APRIL 4TH at 1:00PM  
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PIE SUNDAY 
 SUNDAY 

MARCH 22ND 

 

Please join us for a slice of your favorite 
pie after our church service.     

If you are a pie baker or buyer, all pie 
donations would be greatly appreciated. 

Everyone is invited to our next 

COMMUNITY DINNER CHURCH  
Wed, March 11th at 6:00pm 

DINNER WILL BE TACOS/SALAD 

Please sign up on the clipboard if you are 
able to donate food. Contact Sharon 
Fortune if you have questions at 
szfortune@yahoo.com or call and leave a 
message at 715-835-0841. 

Be sure to sign up 
 to join in the  

Lenten Lunch Small Group 

Our first gathering will be March 4th and 
will continue to meet on Wednesdays at 
12:00pm-1:00pm throughout Lent. 

Clarey Green will 
celebrate her birthday 
on Sunday, March 29th.   

All are invited to join her family for birthday 
treats in the Fellowship Hall after church. 

It’s a surprise! 

BIRTHDAY SURPRISE! 

A Donation Signup list will be posted 
by the clipboards in early March. 

 

HELP NEEDED FOR  
EASTER EGG HUNT 
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The Women of Hope will meet the third 
Saturday of the month for fun and 
fellowship. 

Our next meeting will be Saturday, 
March 21st at 9:30am. 

Join us as we bake pies for Pie 
Fellowship Time the next day. Bring 
ingredients to make your favorite pie, or 
help others assemble a pie or two.  Or 
just join us for conversation, coffee/tea. 

WOMEN OF HOPE 

RIDE HELP  
NEEDED 

 Are you able to provide rides on 
Sundays? We are looking for volunteers 
to provide rides on Sundays.   

Please contact Pastor Hyejung if you are 
interested in helping out.  

The Men's Group will meet Saturday, 
March 21st at 8:30am at The             
Coffee Grounds (4212 Southtowne Dr, 
Eau Claire) Stop in for coffee and 
conversation. 

MEN’S GROUP GATHERING 
 

CARTRIDGES 
 FOR CASH 

 Donate your used ink cartridges by 
placing them in the bin by the main 
entrance.  NO TONER OR RECYCLED 
CARTRIDGES. 

Birthday Blessings  
to all who are celebrating  

a Birthday in March 

Happy Birthday to you,  
to Jesus be true 

may God’s richest blessing, 
 now rest upon you! 

MAGAZINE  
EXCHANGE 

 

Feel free to pick up one of the 
magazines from the rack in the library, 
or drop off ones you have at home that 
you’ve already read to share with others. 
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February Community 

Dinner Church 2/12/2020 

Join us for our next Community Dinner Church  
Wednesday, March 11th at 6:00pm 

All are welcome! 

Our Easter Egg Hunt 
is coming up on 

Saturday, April 4th 

Several Hope Youth members and Patsy 
Pierce delivered flowers on Valentine's Day. 

A big  
THANK YOU 

to all that 
supported the 

Mari Gras 
breakfast. 
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL (SUNDAYS AT 8:45AM BEFORE WORSHIP)  

Adult Sunday School will continue to meet in the Ministry Room every 
Sunday morning at 8:45 AM.  We will be viewing and discussing a 
DVD series:  "Justice for the Poor.” "Jesus' life and teaching show a 
deep compassion toward the poor and marginalized. As Christians, 
what is our responsibility toward the poor and in advocating justice on 
their behalf? Jim Wallis and Sojourners recapture the biblical vision 
that links poverty with justice and engages small groups to take 

action."   

Please feel free to join us whenever you can and join the discussion - we always finish in time for 
church at 9:30!  Contact Joanne Mellema at 715-523-0447 or mellemjr@uwec.edu for any questions.   

ADULT BIBLE STUDY (SUNDAYS AT 10:45AM FOLLOWING WORSHIP) 

Please join us as we read and discuss God’s Word. Our 
study is informal and open to all, no matter where you 
are in your Faith Journey. Our class will continue to 
meet in the Library after the church service from 10:45 
– 11:30am.  

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

Our next gathering will be Monday, March 23rd at 6:30pm. 

We will be starting a new series titled “Hope.” Watch for more 
information and to sign up.  Please contact Cindy Hanson with 
any questions.  715-878-4941. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CENTERING PRAYER – MARCH 3RD 
Will meet once a month at 12:00pm (noon)  
the first Tuesday of each month. 

Join us each month and take 30 minutes to reconnect with God through centering prayer. 

Centering prayer is a method of silent prayer in which we experience God’s presence with us, 
closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer than consciousness itself. This method of 
prayer is both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that relationship. Hopefully it will 
help us to slow down in the busyness of activities. A quick introduction will be provided each 
time, so don’t worry if you have never done it before.  

Please contact Pastor Hyejung with any questions. 

The Sunday morning Adult Bible Study Group will be 
taking a “Spring Break” during the month of March.   
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH ACTIVITIES / EVENTS 
February 26th  6:00pm meet to write Thank You notes and attend Ash Wednesday 

Service 

March 4th  Serve at Beacon House 

March 11th  Pack meals for Feed My People - meet there by 4:15pm and attend 

Dinner  Church back at Hope afterwards 

April 1st 6:30pm meet at Hope 

CONFIRMATION 10:30-11:30AM 

March 1 

March 15 

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDREN’S  
MESSAGE - MARCH 
March 1 

March 15 
 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL  
CLASSES  10:30-11:30AM 

March 1 & March 15 
 

YOUTH  
MISSION TRIP 

June 21-28 

 Indianapolis, IN 

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the  
world, and all who live in it” - Psalm 24:1 

As you know, our church joined JONAH (Joining Our Neighbors Advancing Hope) in 2019 
to join other faith groups in the Chippewa Valley that work within this organization on 
social justice issues.  Our Core Team feels passionately about all the areas that JONAH 
works in including Immigration, Affordable Housing, Child Poverty, etc.   

We have elected, here at Hope, to focus this year on Environmental Stewardship.  Many faith groups in the 
Chippewa Valley are attempting in their places of worship to promote activities that are mindful of our earth.  We 
are going to introduce a practice each week to remind us of some small things we each can do individually and as 
a church that reminds us that we can make choices that can have a positive impact in our world.  These weekly 
reminders were developed in the Presbyterian denomination.  We welcome your suggestions as to what we can 
do at our church to be less wasteful, and hopefully more positive for the environment.  Throughout the year we will 
have extra thoughts and discussions placed in the newsletter.  The JONAH Environmental Task Force meets 
monthly and gathers people from throughout the community who are working together to make an impact in our 
area.  If interested in attending those meetings, they meet the first Monday of each month from 6:30 – 7:30 at the 
Unitarian Church in Eau Claire.   

Thank you – we welcome your thoughts and feedback. 
Hope UMC Core Team – Becky Gochanour, Jill Myers, Joanne Mellema   

 

Stay up to date with JONAH activities and events by visiting their website at:  www.jonahjustice.org 
 

http://www.jonahjustice.org/
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Circuit NW10 is hosting a 
Basic Lay Servant Class & some Advance Classes 
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Addiction and Recovery: A Four-Part Series 
 

Mark your calendar for this special four-part series 
on addiction and recovery to be held at  

Lake Street United Methodist Church in Eau Claire. 
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MARCH CALENDAR 
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MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS  

  

  
 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29 

Ushers 
 *Becky & *Gary 

Gochanour 

Kay Lee 
Cyndee Kaiser 

Barb Teasdale 
Merry Weiland 

Ruth & Ray 
Nyland 

Jeff & Stacey 
Curtis 

* Communion 
Servers *Alyssa Hysell     

Greeters Joey Bohl 
Becky & Gary 

Gochanour 
Elsie Bartlett 

Kay Lee 
 

Becky 
Gochanour 

Scripture Reader Anne Allen John Weiland Alexandra Ripley Ruth Nyland Jim Chumas 

Children’s Moment Sharon Fortune  
Patsy Pierce  

Alexandra Ripley 
  

Audio Visual Alberto Larabee Renee Marino    

Coffee Fellowship   Lois Nelson 
Pie Sunday 

Women of Hope 
Cindy Hanson 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE   

8:45am  Adult Sunday School  

9:30am  WORSHIP SERVICE  
 Followed by Fellowship 

10:45am Youth Sunday School  
 & Adult Bible Study 
 
 

HOPE UMC STAFF   

Pastor . . . . . . . Rev. Hyejung Hwang 

Office Manager . . . Kristen Kirchman  

Pianists . . . . . . . . . .  Andrea Blaeser  
 & Ben Kittilstad 

HOPE UMC OFFICE HOURS:     

Tues, Wed, Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

FOR THE JOURNEY Newsletter articles and 

updates should be submitted to the church office by 

the 20th of each month. Contributions are welcome. 

HOPE UMC website: 
www.hope-eauclaire.org 

 

Visit and “LIKE” 

 the Hope UMC 
Facebook page 

From our website,  

click the “Like Us on 

Facebook” button  

just above the map 

showing our location  

 


