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REFLECTION FROM BISHOP JUNG ON 
THE PROTOCOL OF RECONCILIATION & 
GRACE THROUGH SEPARATION 
 

My sacred and beloved siblings in Christ, our Council of 
Bishops endorsed the Protocol of Reconciliation and 
Grace Through Separation proposal that offers an end 
to the current deep division in our United Methodist 
Church.  I have mixed feelings about the proposal and 
what it means. 

On the one hand, it not only recognizes our 
differences, but honors a very broad spectrum of 
beliefs, interpretations, visions, and desires for the 
church.  Not everyone will be happy, but that has been 

part of our dilemma – there is no way forward that 
everyone will agree with or support.  Our guidance to 
“Do No Harm,” comes to a place of doing the least 
harm possible in the short term, that we might do 
more good in the long term.  The Protocol offers a way 
for moderate and progressive United Methodists to be 
in ministry in a fully inclusive church and for 
traditionalists to continue in a ministry that honors 
certain restrictions.  This also recognizes that there is 
no healthy, adequate “one-size-fits-all” polity and 
doctrine for a wondrously diverse global church.  We 
have arrived at a place where graceful autonomy is 
required for different regions of our planet to make 
decisions that allow for effective ministry and witness.  
The decisions most appropriate for The United 
Methodist Church in the United States are not 
appropriate for Africa, Russia, the Philippines, or other 
regions of our church.  We progress, we evolve, we 
adapt at different levels, in different ways, at different 
times.  In this case, unity has not been a strength.  

We are in a liminal space, preparing to cross a 
threshold that marks a distinctive and drastic new 
chapter in the story of Methodism.  The proposed 
Protocol invites us to shift our energies in significant 
ways.  First, we cannot continue to treat members of 
our baptized fellowship as adversaries.  The division 
that yields “us/them” thinking is doing no one any 
good.  We are all in this together, “working out our 
own salvation with fear and trembling,” (Philippians 
2:12), seeking a pathway that ceases to do harm to 
those with whom we disagree.  If the mediation to this 
process tells us anything, it is that we must seek what 
is best for all and not just for those “on our side.”  
Second, we need to stop fighting over territory, 
property, and finances.  All we possess and manage is 
God’s; if we separate, we must be willing to divide 
God’s assets in such a way that faithful stewardship  
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may continue for all.  Fighting over things will not take 
us to a positive future and will simply serve to damage 
our mission and ministry and provide a terrible witness 
to our world.  Third, allowing a less-confrontational 
separation means that we stand a better chance of 
friendly transition.  On our current course, we face the 
likelihood of irreparable damage and continued 
animosity.  It is time for us to offer grace to all, to cease 
needless insult and injury, and to lay the groundwork 
for hope and healing. 

On the other hand, we have failed to maintain a unity 
and an integrity.  Relationships will change, we will 
experience the pain of losing loved ones, we will not 
see brothers, sisters, siblings, colleagues, and friends 
that are part of our family.  The metaphor of divorce 
had been used in talking about the future of the 
church; the reality of such a step is painful, even when 
some see it as the only alternative.  We will no longer 
be what we have been, who we have been.  It has been 
very easy to focus on the ways being together has been 
difficult; now we will face the reality of losing all that 
has been good and gracious, wonderful and effective. 

Transitions are always disruptive.  Whether we are 
picking up the pieces and arranging them in a new way 
or beginning from scratch to build something new, a 
lot of time, energy, resources, and focus are involved.  
It will be a challenge for us all to maintain a vision and 
commitment to do God’s will, serve the church’s 
mission, and offer a transformative ministry to all the 
world.  But I believe we can we can make the necessary 
changes with love and grace if we make the 
commitment to celebrate the holistic kin*dom of God 
as beloved community. We can do this whether we are 
together or working in new configurations, for we are 
still one in Christ Jesus. 

In the coming months, as we process the Protocol for 
Separation and experience the decisions of the 
upcoming General Conference, our clergy and laity – 
and our communities of faith will be facing incredible 
and challenging choices.  Who will stay and who will 
go?  Who will leave all together and who will return?  
Not only “what will we do,” but “how” will be ongoing 
discussions. In times of immense and all-encompassing 
change there is great fear and anxiety, as well as 
excitement and anticipation.  As we journey together 
through this momentous time, I would ask of every 
Wisconsin United Methodist the following things. 

 

Pray.  Pray for the church and its leaders.  Pray for your 
own congregation, but also for all the congregations 
that will be impacted by these decisions.  Pray for grace 
in all our actions.  Pray for The United Methodist 
Church as it moves forward and pray for the new 
Methodist denomination and affiliates that will 
emerge.  Pray for our global church – for our ongoing 
work of social justice, world-wide missions, and 
evangelism and witness that will require our 
commitment and support to stay strong and vital as we 
work out our polity and practices for a radically new 
and different church. 

Talk.  Beyond talking to God, talk to each other.  It is 
my prayer that all congregations will create space and 
time for the community of faith to come together for 
conversation, prayer, discernment, and honest 
exploration.  People will have many questions, and 
while we may not have clear, specific answers, it is 
important that everyone have opportunity to express 
themselves. 

Be reflective, not reactive.  Our entire culture in the 
United States is suffering a time of cynicism, 
skepticism, suspicion, and ascribing negative intent.  
Reactivity makes us look for problems, to key in on 
what we don’t like and what we disagree with.  We 
wonder about ulterior motives and hidden agendas.  I 
ask us all to make a conscious effort to work together 
for good, to see possibilities, and to prepare for a 
grace-filled, kind and compassionate way forward.  
Yes, there has been great hurt, there are things that 
have been done and said that cannot be taken back.  
But by God’s grace it is time to leave the past behind 
and work together for a future that truly honors and 
glorifies God, that can allow space for effective and 
faithful ministry for everyone along the theological 
spectrum, and that creates fertile soil for healing, 
redemption and resurrection. 

Is the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace Through 
Separation the answer we have been looking for?  
Well, there is no simple solution to a complex and 
dynamic problem, but it is a way forward that allows 
us to move beyond the destruction of our 
disagreement and division, it is a hope that we can do 
less harm and that we can do more good, and it is a 
tangible and concrete challenge for us to work 
together to create a better, stronger future.  This is my 
hope. 
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Sunday, February 2nd  Freed to Lead – Luke 22:24-27  

Sunday, February 9th  The Walk:Serve – Joshua 24:14-15 

  ~ JONAH Celebration Sunday ~ 

Sunday, February 16th  What Christians Believe & Why  
  ~ Baptism ~ 

Sunday, February 23rd   Transfiguration Sunday / Mardi Gras Sunday   
   

 

Everyone is invited  
to our next 

COMMUNITY DINNER CHURCH  

Wednesday, February 12th  

at 6:00pm 

Dinner will be Soup & Bread 

Please sign up on the clipboards if you can      
bring a crockpot of soup, bread, relish tray or 
dessert. Questions? Contact Sharon Fortune 
szfortune@yahoo.com or call 715-835-0841 and 
leave a message. 

Monthly Sermon Series 

Join us for  
Ash Wednesday Service 

Wed, February 26th 
at 6:30pm 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning 

of Lent, a 40 day period where we 

prepare for the celebration of 

Easter.  
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 February 2 Soup Potluck – following worship 

 February 4 Centering Prayer – 12:00pm(noon) 

 February 9 JONAH Celebration Sunday 

 February 11 Koinonia Lunch – 11:00am at Altoona Family Restaurant 

 February 12 Community Dinner Church – 6:00pm 

 February 20 Heritage Court – 10:30am  

 March Newsletter Deadline 

 February 23 Mardi Gras Sunday & Pancake Breakfast 

 February 26 Ash Wednesday Service – 6:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Practices (7:00pm) 

 Tues, February 4 
 Tues, February 18 
 Tues, February 25 

 Tues, March 10 
 Tues, March 17 
 Tues, March 31 
 

Church Services 

 Sun, February 9 
 Sun, February 23 
Wed, February 26 

            (Ash Wednesday) 

 Sun, March 8 
 Sun, March 22 

CHOIR SCHEDULE 

 

PIE SUNDAY – MARCH 22ND 

 Please join us for a slice of your 
favorite pie after our church 
service.  

If you are a pie baker or buyer, all 
pie donations would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Souper Bowl Lunch - February 2nd  

Immediately following the church service. 
Make your favorite soup to share. 

Support your favorite sport team and  
wear a t-shirt with team colors. 

Sunday 
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The Women of Hope will meet the 
third Saturday of the month for fun and 
fellowship. 

We will meet Saturday, February 
15th at 9:30am for breakfast at 
Altoona Family Restaurant.  

Please let Jan know if you plan to 
attend. 

WOMEN OF HOPE 

RIDE HELP  
NEEDED 

 Are you able to provide rides on 
Sundays? We are looking for volunteers 
to provide rides on Sundays.   

Please contact Pastor Hyejung if you are 
interested in helping out.  

The Men's Group will meet 
Saturday, February 15th at 8:30am  
at The Coffee Grounds (4212 
Southtowne Dr)  in Eau Claire. Stop  
in for coffee and conversation. 

Please contact Dan Shuck with any 
questions 715-210-0217 

MEN’S GROUP GATHERING 
 

CARTRIDGES 
 FOR CASH 

 Donate your used ink cartridges by 
placing them in the bin by the main 
entrance.  NO TONER OR RECYCLED 
CARTRIDGES. 

MAGAZINE  
EXCHANGE 

 
Feel free to pick up one of the 
magazines from the rack in the library, 
or drop off ones you have at home that 
you’ve already read to share with others. 

Birthday Blessings  
to all who are celebrating  

a Birthday in February 

Happy Birthday to you,  
to Jesus be true 

may God’s richest blessing, 
 now rest upon you! 
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Join us at 11:00am Tuesday, February 11th at Altoona Family Restaurant.  
Contact Jan Lorentz if you are interested in this group dining activity. 

LUNCH  

FEBRUARY 11TH
  

Join us for our next Community Dinner Church  on Wednesday, February 12th 
 at 6:00pm All are welcome! 

January 
 Community 

Dinner Church  
(1/8/2020) 
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MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 
February 23 – Mardi Gras Sunday Pancake Breakfast 
 Fundraiser for Youth Mission Trip 

Youth Group Activities (TBD) 

CONFIRMATION 
February 16 – Class 10:30am-11:30am 

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDREN’S  
MESSAGE - FEBRUARY 
February 2 

February 16 
 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL  
CLASSES  10:30-11:30AM 
February 2 & February 16 
 

YOUTH  
MISSION TRIP 

June 21-28 
 Indianapolis, IN 

Join us in Fellowship Hall following worship for 
a pancake breakfast hosted by the HOPE Youth.  
This is a fundraiser for their upcoming Mission 

Trip to Indianapolis this summer. 

Mardi Gras  
Pancake Breakfast 
Sunday, February 23rd  
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL (SUNDAYS AT 8:45AM BEFORE WORSHIP)  

Adult Sunday School will continue to meet in the Ministry Room every 
Sunday morning at 8:45 AM.  We will be beginning a new series on 
January 5th.  We will be viewing and discussing a DVD series:  
"Justice for the Poor.” "Jesus' life and teaching show a deep 
compassion toward the poor and marginalized. As Christians, what is 
our responsibility toward the poor and in advocating justice on their 
behalf? Jim Wallis and Sojourners recapture the biblical vision that 

links poverty with justice and engages small groups to take action."   

Please feel free to join us whenever you can and join the discussion - we always finish in time for 
church at 9:30!  Contact Joanne Mellema at 715-523-0447 or mellemjr@uwec.edu for any questions.   

ADULT BIBLE STUDY (SUNDAYS AT 10:45AM FOLLOWING WORSHIP) 

Please join us as we read and discuss God’s Word. Our study is 
informal and open to all, no matter where you are in your Faith 
Journey. Our class will continue to meet in the Library after the 
church service from 10:45 – 11:30am.  

If you have any questions or would like more information about the class feel free to talk to Mark 
Hysell. (hysell.mark@dol.gov 715-720-4768) 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

Our next gathering will be Monday, February 24th at 6:30pm. 

We will be starting a new series titled “Hope.” Watch for more 
information and to sign up.  Please contact Cindy Hanson with any 
questions.  715-878-4941. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

CENTERING PRAYER – FEBRUARY 4TH 
Will meet once a month at 12:00pm (noon)  
the first Tuesday of each month. 

Join us each month and take 30 minutes to reconnect with God through centering prayer. 

Centering prayer is a method of silent prayer in which we experience God’s presence with us, 
closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer than consciousness itself. This method of 
prayer is both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that relationship. Hopefully it will 
help us to slow down in the busyness of activities. A quick introduction will be provided each 
time, so don’t worry if you have never done it before.  

Please contact Pastor Hyejung with any questions. 
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SPRC Training Opportunities 
 

Remember that all pastors, SPRC chairs and SPRC 
committee members are encouraged to attend! 

 
  SPRC Training #1 - Thursday, January 30 @ 1-4 PM 

Spooner UMC - 312 Elm St 
Spooner, WI 54801-1330 

 
  SPRC Training #2 – Saturday, February 15 @ 9–12 PM 

Elk Mound UMC - 105 S Holly Ave 
Elk Mound, WI 54739-9738 

 
  SPRC Training #3 – Sunday, February 23 @ 1-4 PM 

Osceola UMC - 306 River St. 
Osceola, WI 54020 

 

Please register at: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090444aaa822abf94-2020 

 

NW District Gathering 
 

You are invited to a day 
of learning and sharing! 

 
Saturday, January 25th 

8:30am-3:30pm 
at First UMC in Rice Lake 

Leaders: Betsy Byler & 
Martha Postlethwaite 

 
OBJECTIVES OF THE DAY:  Worship and Fellowship  Testimonies about 
God’s power over addiction  Physical, emotional and spiritual basics of 
addiction  Recovery ministry as a Christian response  Mindfulness activities 
(based on connecting body, soul and mind)  Resources. 

Please register at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090444aaa822abf94-north1  

Hope and 
Healing: Why 

Recovery 
Ministries? 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090444aaa822abf94-2020
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090444aaa822abf94-north1
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Stay up to date with JONAH activities and events by visiting their website at:  www.jonahjustice.org 

 

 
In February, we will be celebrating the anniversary of our first year of affiliation with JONAH 
(Joining our Neighbors Advancing Hope). This organization works in combination with 
other congregations of faith to work in areas of social justice.   During this year, we have 
had listening sessions with persons from this congregation, we have begun to get involved 
in some of the community efforts of JONAH, have hosted some JONAH events, and started 
to explore how our church might more directly be involved in their programs.   
 
To mark this anniversary, we will be celebrating JONAH Sunday on February 9.  At 
this service, we will have a representative of the JONAH Affordable Housing Task Force 
join us during our service to introduce the actions their Task Force is taking in the 
community and share with you what our affiliation with them is accomplishing.  After the 
service on February 9, at 10:30, they will have a 30 minute presentation outlining 
their specific work in a more comprehensive presentation.  We hope you would stay 
after service to attend this presentation (about 30 minutes).  At our listening sessions 
in 2019, several members shared their concern for our community in the area of 
homelessness.  Four times a year, our church provides meals and hosts at the Beacon 
House – a temporary shelter for homeless families in Eau Claire.  The Affordable Housing 
Task Force works on issues to make housing more accessible to those in our community 
struggling with lack of housing, hoping to decrease the amount of homelessness we see. 
 
Also, on February 9, we ask that you consider an extra offering designated to JONAH to 
help us pay Hope’s yearly dues to JONAH which supports their work.  We welcome your 
comments and questions about what JONAH is and what JONAH is doing.  The calendar 
of their events is in our monthly newsletter and on the bulletin board in the narthex near 
the kitchen.  Thanks for your past support and we welcome your ongoing support! 
 

JONAH Celebration Sunday 
February 9th 

http://www.jonahjustice.org/
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“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the  
world, and all who live in it” - Psalm 24:1 

As you know, our church joined JONAH (Joining Our Neighbors 
Advancing Hope) in 2019 to join other faith groups in the Chippewa 
Valley that work within this organization on social justice issues.  Our 
Core Team feels passionately about all the areas that JONAH works in 
including Immigration, Affordable Housing, Child Poverty, etc.   

We have elected, here at Hope, to focus this year on Environmental Stewardship.  Many faith groups 
in the Chippewa Valley are attempting in their places of worship to promote activities that are mindful 
of our earth.  We are going to introduce a practice each week to remind us of some small things we 
each can do individually and as a church that reminds us that we can make choices that can have a 
positive impact in our world.  These weekly reminders were developed in the Presbyterian 
denomination.  We welcome your suggestions as to what we can do at our church to be less wasteful, 
and hopefully more positive for the environment.  Throughout the year we will have extra thoughts and 
discussions placed in the newsletter.  The JONAH Environmental Task Force meets monthly and 
gathers people from throughout the community who are working together to make an impact in our 
area.  If interested in attending those meetings, they meet the first Monday of each month from 6:30 – 
7:30 at the Unitarian Church in Eau Claire.   

Thank you – we welcome your thoughts and feedback. 
Hope UMC Core Team – Becky Gochanour, Jill Myers, Joanne Mellema   

 

RESULTS FROM JONAH LISTENING SESSIONS 

As many of you may remember, last summer Jill Myers, 
Joanne Mellema, and I (Becky Gochanour) each met with 
some of you to ask questions about what you like about 
Hope, what concerns you have about our church and       
the community, and what suggestions you might have for 
the future. Together we interviewed 41 people and         
had rewarding conversations. Some of the characteristics       
of Hope that people liked were Hope’s friendly and  
welcoming congregation, our nontraditional sanctuary, 
our pastor, the groups and activities we offer, our 
fellowship time, etc. 

Some of the concerns expressed related to the 
sustainability of our church, having few young members 
and little overall membership growth, meeting the needs 
of our aging members, the LGBTQ issues in the Methodist 
Church, etc. 

It is exciting that some of the suggestions made have 
already been implemented or are in the works. Some 
members had suggested another worship offering during 
the week. We now have dinner church once a month; it is 
well attended and offers a nontraditional worship 
experience. Others were concerned about meeting the 
needs of our elderly or homebound members.  

 

The Nurture Committee is working on a plan to help 
support these members. The LGBTQ issue is being 
addressed at the international, national, and local level. 
Pastor Hyejung and the Administrative Board are 
communicating openly with the congregation when 
updates on this issue are available. 

Some of the concerns members have for the local 
community are homelessness, poverty, hunger, etc. We 
as the JONAH Core Team have decided to focus on 
environmental stewardship for 2020, so we are joining 
this task force and inviting anyone who is interested to 
participate with us. 

We extend our sincere thanks to all who participated in 
these listening sessions, and don’t hesitate to ask Jill, 
Joanne, or me if you have further questions.  
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FEBRUARY CALENDAR 
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MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS  

  

  
 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 February 2 February 9 February  16 February 23 March 1 

Ushers 
 

*Jeff & *Stacey 
Curtis 

 

Barb Teasdale 
Ruth & Ray 

Nyland 
Jill & Sarah  

Myers 
*Becky & *Gary 

Gochanour 

* Communion 
Servers *Jan Lorentz    *Alyssa Hysell 

Greeters Joey Bohl 
John & Merry 

Weiland 
Elsie Bartlett   

Kay Lee 
 Joey Bohl 

Scripture Reader John Weiland  Julie Marino Patsy Pierce Ryan Stepp Anne Allen 

Children’s Moment 
Patsy Pierce 

 

 Anne Allen  Sharon Fortune 

Audio Visual Gary Gochanour Renee Marino   Alberto Larabee 

Coffee Fellowship 
Soup Potluck 
“Souper Bowl” 

Jill Myers 
Patsy & Donna 

Pierce 

Mardi Gras 
Sunday Pancake 

Breakfast 
 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE   

8:45am  Adult Sunday School  

9:30am  WORSHIP SERVICE  
 Followed by Fellowship 

10:45am Youth Sunday School  
 & Adult Bible Study 
 
 

HOPE UMC STAFF   

Pastor . . . . . . . Rev. Hyejung Hwang 

Office Manager . . . Kristen Kirchman  

Pianists . . . . . . . . . .  Andrea Blaeser  
 & Ben Kittilstad 

HOPE UMC OFFICE HOURS:     

Tues, Wed, Thurs 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

FOR THE JOURNEY Newsletter articles and 

updates should be submitted to the church office by 

the 20th of each month. Contributions are welcome. 

HOPE UMC website: 
www.hope-eauclaire.org 

 

Visit and “LIKE” 

 the Hope UMC 
Facebook page 

From our website,  

click the “Like Us on 

Facebook” button  

just above the map 

showing our location  

 


